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Annual Statement on compliance with IPC practice for General practice – Beechwood Medical Practice 2026


This annual statement has been drawn up in accordance with the requirement of the Health and Social Care Act 2008: code of practice on the prevention and control of infections and related guidance for Beechwood Medical practice.

This statement is generated each year in October by our practice Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) lead Practice Nurse Claire Richmond:

Signature: ……………C. Richmond…………..

Date: ………………2/11/2026………………

Purpose

The Health and Social Care Act 2008: code of practice on the prevention and control of infection and related guidance requires the Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) Lead to produce an annual statement.  This statement should be made available for anyone who wishes to see it, including patients and regulatory authorities and should also be published on the General Practice website.

This statement will provide and overview of six key areas withing IPC:

· Infection transmission incidents and actions taken
· IPC Audits undertaken and subsequent actions implemented
· Risk assessment undertaken and any actions taken for prevention and control of infection
· Staff training
· Review and update of IPC policies, procedures and guidelines
· Antimicrobial prescribing and stewardship 


Infection transmission incident and actions

There were zero (0) major infection control incidents in the last year at the practice.

There is one (1) minor incident of IPC minor incident involving splash of bodily fluid into eye of clinician – protocol was followed for the procedure taking place and resulted in no injury or infection to staff.
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This example was discussed at team meetings and learning cascaded to relevant staff groups regarding reducing likelihood of event occurring again. It was found the clinician was following IPC protocol and the risk of occurring again was low.  

                                                    
IPC Audits and actions

Building cleaning at Fishponds Primary Care Centre is carried out by a cleaning company Mitie who run their own cleaning audits periodically.

IPC audits are completed monthly by IPC lead covering reception area, clinical/treatment rooms, hand hygiene, waste, toilets etc.

An issue highlighted this year was the lack of storage space for consumable in sluice; action discussed and agreed with other practice in building to share storage space in treatment room area. Following months audit no further issues as actions completed. 

A larger practice wide audit is completed by IPC lead every 6 months– year 2025 audit result was 93%.

Actions for improvement were: 

· Improve tap location in sluice
· Improve couches state of repair in clinical rooms – system now in place to replace these by priority rooms/usage.
· 1 Item of waiting room furniture was not clean or in good repair – this was replaced.


Our online intranet is used to monitor and diarise IPC audits such as:

· Documentation of clinical rooms and equipment cleans
· Clinical curtain changes
· Fridge cleaning audits
· Documentation of non-clinical staff area cleans
· Hand Hygiene audits
· Sharps Bins Audit 
· Cold Chain audit
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Risk assessments & actions

Risk assessments are undertaken annually, or more frequently where required, to ensure that IPC risks are identified, managed and monitored in accordance with current legislation, national guidance and best practice.

The findings of these assessments inform improvements to practice procedures and help ensure that effective IPC standards are established, maintained and consistently followed.

Examples of risk assessments taken in the last year: 

· Risk assessment for frequency of change of curtains in clinical rooms
· Risk assessment of wearing gloves for venepuncture 
· Risk assessment for unsecured sharps
· COSHH (Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002)
· Cold Chain risk assessment 


Staff training

All staff receive training in infection prevention and control appropriate to their job role, including hand hygiene, personal protective equipment (PPE), safe use and disposal of sharps and sepsis awareness via online learning as well as any relevant updates at nurse and/or practice meetings. IPC annual training is part of our statutory and mandatory training for all staff.

All training is logged on Team Net and IPC is part of all new staff inductions. The ICP Lead completed the Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) Leads Training in 2025 and attends the IPC face to face annual update training. 

This year’s annual infection control update training event resulted in the some changes within the practice, some of which were:

· Sharing the role between two staff members, Ka-Man Wong is now also IPC nurse for the practice November 2026 onwards
· Implementing Annual statement onto website
· Include door handles and print prompts for daily/weekly cleaning QR codes in clinical spaces
· Signs for where spillage kits are located 
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Policies, guidelines and procedures

Policies related to infection control and prevention are available for all staff to access and are review appropriately and in accordance with changes in guidance, legislation and up to date with best practice.

Our Infection Control Policy is available on our practice website, this includes the National Standards of Healthcare Cleanliness 2021.

The following policies are in place at the practice:

· Infection Control Policy 
· Cold Chain Policy
· Waste and recycling policy 
· Safe use and handling of chemicals 
· Health & Safety Policy 
· Staff Occupational health policy
· Phlebotomy guidance


Antimicrobial prescribing stewardship 

The goal of the antimicrobial prescribing and stewardship (APS) competency framework is to improve the quality of antimicrobial treatment and stewardship and therefore reduce the risks of inadequate, inappropriate, and adverse effects of antimicrobial treatment. 

Beechwood Medical Practice’ antimicrobial stewardship focuses on prescribing antibiotics only when clinically necessary, selecting the right agent at the correct dose and duration, and managing patient expectations for self-limiting viral infections. 

This will improve the safety and quality of patient care and make a significant contribution to the reduction in the emergence and spread of antimicrobial resistance (AMR).

Antibiotic prescribing for children in UK primary care follows strict guidelines to reduce antimicrobial resistance while ensuring safe care. 

Beechwood Medical Practice did an audit on penicillin prescribing in the last 12 months. 


GP Partners: Dr N Gwilliam, Dr I Ojo, Dr S L Cheang, Dr J de Mink, Dr R Dodoo,
Dr H MacIntosh, Dr N Ingram, Dr R Bate.  Salaried GPs: Dr K Murdoch, Dr Evelyn Cole, Dr L Goodfellow, Dr L Aothorpe
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